
As the biggest public procurement organisation in the UK, 
the Crown Commercial Service (CCS) have an unrivalled 
understanding of the public sector’s procurement needs. 
Quick and cost-effective access to legal services is one of 
them. The Wider Public Sector (WPS) RM3788 Framework 
addresses exactly that, supporting the wider public sector 
in procuring legal services at maximum commercial value 
in a simple and compliant way. 

At DJB we have had a long working relationship with the 
CCS and their earlier equivalent framework named OGC 
Buying Solutions, having worked with them continuously 
for over 15 years. Turning back the clock 20 years, the firm 
was founded by former solicitors from the Government 
Property Lawyers (GPL) following its dissolution. The GPL 
advised on all central government properties nationally and 
after it disbanded these central government departments 
were left asking, who will do the work? In answer to this 
question, OGC Buying Solutions came in and, much like 
the WPS Framework today, it centralised and streamlined 
the procurement of legal services for the public sector. 
DJB worked very closely with OGC to make a success of 
this framework and provided central government clients 
with a place to turn to. We very quickly built an extensive 
public sector client base, including local authorities, 
central government bodies and charities, which we retain 
to this day. So, why did OGC Buying Solutions work? 

“All the approved firms on 
the framework have been 
rigorously vetted and 
scrutinised by the CCS.”
Just like the central government departments after the 
dissolution of the Government Property Lawyers, the 
current situation surrounding Covid-19 has again left 
clients once more asking, what do I do now? 

The pandemic has put enormous pressure on all 
businesses. Priorities and resources have shifted and 
furloughed staff, illness and in some cases redundancies 
have left people unsure of who can do the work. It has 
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The answer is: it addressed the concerns of the public 
sector at that time. If they had a legal problem they 
needed to know who to turn to, how to get help and how 
to find the solution. OGC was the vehicle that guided 
them through that. 

Now, let’s wind forward to today and to our work with the 
CCS WPS Framework, as it is now called. We are delighted 
to be approved providers of property construction, 
planning and environment advice on the framework.
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also thrown up its own issues in relation to commercial 
property. As a public sector landlord, you have the 
immense uncertainty of having tenants whose businesses 
are struggling or even failing; there’s a pressure to recover 
as much money as possible and keep spaces occupied, 
whilst also showing flexibility and understanding towards 
your tenant’s circumstances. Equally, as a public sector 
tenant you face being stuck in leases for spaces you no 
longer want, need or can afford. 

The WPS Framework is the toolbox you need to face these 
problems. 

Think of the tools inside being all of the things the 
framework provides to remedy them. Using these tools 
really could not be easier. 

One of the most valuable tools in the box is that the 
procurement has already been done for you. We 
understand that you must act fairly and comply with 
procurement rules. However, particularly in recent times, 
you also need to access advice quickly and cost-effectively. 
All the approved firms on the framework have been 
rigorously vetted and scrutinised by the CCS. We were 
asked to tender for our position which included being 
questioned on how we monitor and improve customer 
satisfaction, our resources and expertise, how we manage 
timescales and costs and more. Every box has been ticked. 

The second tool is transparency on rates. You have access 
to the rates of all the firms on the framework and we have 
personally ensured our rates meet your expectations and 

“We have personally 
ensured our rates meet 
your expectations 
in terms of cost-
effectiveness”
the CCS’s in terms of cost-effectiveness. We understand 
what best value means for you, as do the CCS, so we are 
confident that instructing us via the framework delivers 
that. 

The third tool is high quality and consistent advice. The 
public and third sector pays a crucial role in dealing with 
some of the biggest challenges in both the UK and the 
world. It is vital that you get the highest standard of advice 
so that you can achieve your strategic objectives and 
navigate some complex and unique problems along the 
way. It has always been a concern that the leading private 
sector organisations could afford the top lawyers whilst 
the public and third sectors could not. 

The WPS framework ensures that you have access to 
excellent lawyers at the competitive rates you can afford.  

So, let’s go back to when you suddenly have that high-
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profile case come in or a break notice to serve or tenants 
who haven’t paid their rent and you don’t know where 
to turn. Or, when you’re coordinating staff on maternity 
leave or holiday leave and other departments are still 
demanding that things are done quickly and budgets and 
targets need to be met.  The team at the CCS and us as 
providers can take the burden of that problem for you.  

The WPS Framework has opened the door for you to 
the advice you need. At DJB, we will personally take you 
through the steps of using the agreement and will work 
with you to develop a strategy for solving your property-
related issues.   


